BRETHREN EVANGELI8T. 


Poetry. 


KIS8ED HIS MOTHEB. 
Sbe sat on the porch in the sunshine 

Aa I went down the street — 
A woman, whose hair was silver, 

Bat whose face was blossom sweet, 
Making me think oí a garden, 

When in spite of the frost and snow 
Of bleak November weather, 

Late, fragrant Hlies blow. 

I heard a footstep bebind me, 

And the sound of a merry laugh, 
And I knew the heart it came from 

Would be like a com fort i ng staff 
In the time and the hour of trouble, 

Hopeful and brave and strong, 
One of the hearts.to lean on, 

Whtn we think alt tbings are wrong 

I turned at the click of the gate-latcb, 

And met his manly look ; 
A face like his gtves me pleasure, 

Like the page of a pleasant book. 
It told of a steadfast purpose, 

Of a brave and daring will ; 
A face with a promise in it, 

That, God grant, the years fullill. 

He went up the pathway singing, 

I saw the woman's eyes 
Grow bright with a worldless welcome. 

As sunshine warms the skies. 
"Back again, sweetheart mothcr," 

He cried, and bent to kiss 
The loving face that was uplífted 

For what some mothcrs miss. 

That wiy will do to depend on ; 

I hold that this is true — 
From lads in love with tbeir mothers 

Our bravest heroes grew, 
Earth's grandest hearts have been loving hearts 

Since time and earth began ; 
And the boy who kisses his mother 

Is every inch a man. 

— Çh ris tia n Intelligeiicer, 

Contributions. 

OÏÏE OHUEOH FAPER-PRLNÜIPLES THAT 
8H0ULD CONTROL IT. 

JACOll CAS S EL. 

It is not my purpose in this article to 
enter into conflict with the present Editor, 
nor to reflect in the íeast upon his prede- 
cessor. I have the híghest personal regard 
for both of them. I believe that Brother 
Harrison did aim, and Brother Gnagey 
now aiins to reflect the general sentiment 
of the church rather than to advance their 
own views ; if there is any fault to be 
fouhd with the conduct of the paper in the 
past it must therefore be attributed to the 
sentiment back of the editors rather than 
to the editors ; it is however not even my 
purpose to reflect upon past sentiment, 
but rather try to suggest i m prové ment in 
the future. The changes, or improve- 
ments of the present, do not necessari ly 
reflect upon the conduct of the past. 

It may be regarded pretentious, or even 


presumtuous for one man to try to change 
the sentiment of an entire church, but as 
every change of thought is wrought by agi- 
tation some one must do the agitaling if 
changes are to be wrought ; I am however 
conscious of the fact that churches as a 
rule do not seek changes, and only sub- 
mit to them whea forced upon them by 
external influence ; internat agilation has 
always been regarded a crime in ecclesias- 
tical law, but as the Brethren church is 
progressive and has very litlle, or no ec- 
clesiastical law, I venture to suggest some 
improvement in the conduct of our church 
òrgan. 

Briefly statetl, I think our church pa- 
per should be open for honorable crili- 
cism of every action of every organization, 
conference, or committee of the church, 
and for the consideration or discussion 
of every phase of the Christian religion 
whether a part of the accepted doctrine of 
our church or not. Some may suppose 
such to be the case now but havíng tested 
the matter I know differently ; under the 
previous Editor I was infonned that it 
was distasteful to the general sentiment of 
the church, to have the actions of Con- 
ference adversely criticised before there 
had been ample time to test them. By 
the present Editor I have been told that 
the discussion of certain Gospel doctrines 
were objectionable to the general senti- 
ment of the church, bothdisclaimed ; per- 
sonal objectíon, and I believe sincerely 
so, I have therefore (as already stated) 
no quarrel with the Editors. 

It would be a hopeless task to under- 
take to harmonize sentiment on debata- 
ble qüestions, but individual and equal 
rights can scarcely be regarded debatable 
qüestions in a progressive Christian 
church. If our progression means any- 
thing it means that we have progressed 
from dictating /erms of salvation to sim- 
ply teaching and exemplifying the reveal- 
ed will of God. This done, our respon- 
sibility and authority ceases. There is no 
salvation in obedience to any ecetesiasti- 
cal law if it is not in harmony with the 
dictates of our conscience. While one 
may effectually pray for another, no one 
can exercisefaith for another, and asfailh 
is the great prerequisite to salvation, sal- 
vation resolves itself into an individual 
matter, and as all menhave an equal right 
to salvation, we must allow the individual 
and equal rights of all men. When the 
sentiment of one man or set of men pro- 
hibits another man, or set of men from 
expressing his or their honest convictions 
upon any religions subject the rights of 
some one trampled upon, and the "goid- 
en rule" is violated. 

The prínciple of individual and equal 


rights is very prominent in every depart- 
raent of the Brethren church, except in 
the medium of intercourse with one an- 
other, our church paper. Why a "free 
rostrum" which was such an excellent 
thing in the German Baptist church is now 
so objectionable in the Brethren church, 
I have never been able to understaml. 
Slander and bitter pcrsonalitíes should of 
course, not find place in a públic journal, 
but exchange of views however diverse, 
can do no harm. If one has a truth or 
principle better than others, all should 
have the, benefit of it. If one is in error 
he should be allowed to publtsh his views 
so that those who are wiser or better may 
have an opportunity to correct them. 
Truth will always stand before públic 
criticism, and even if crushed for a time, 
it will come to the surface again, and er- 
ror, even if it triumphs fora while, is just 
as sure to be brought low before the fire 
of an untrammelled press. I can see noth- 
ing to lose, and niuch to gain in a free 
interchange and comparison Of views up- 
on all moral and religious qüestions ; such 
as are too sensitive, or egotistic to grace- 
fully submit to adverse criticism should 
never write for the públic press. We are 
not born wise, but get all our knowledge 
of one another, and should therefore al- 
ways be as ready to receive, as to i m part 
knowledge. The bigotry of the average 
church-member is an almost intolerable 
quality to think i ng nien ; whether true or 
fal se every faith or belief we have, is be- 
cause of the merest accident of environ- 
ment — and yet nearly everyone considers 
him or herself a committee of one, to teli 
others what they must or must not say or 
do, when under precísely the same condi- 
tions we would be the same kind of char- 
acters we condemn or denounce. The 
Mohammedan would be a christian if he 
had never heard of any thing else, and .the 
christian a Mohammedan under similar 
conditions. Catholics are Catholics be- 
cause they were rocked in Catholic cra- 
dles, and surrounded by Catholic in- 
fluences all through life. Agood, honest 
devoted Presbyterian would be just as 
good a "Dunkard" if "Dunkard" influ- 
ences had surrounded him as Presbyter 
ian influences did. Individuals join the 
Brethren church because they acchlcntly 
come in contact ,with it. A ntimber of 
people living in the vicinity of I.enth and 
Dauphin streets, Phdadelphia, have join- 
ed the Brethren church during the lastfew 
years because our church is located atthe 
above place, if we had located at some 
other point, some of the people of anoth- 
er part of the city would be members of 
our church who know nothing about us as 
it is. We are all butereatures of circum- 
stances or environments, and yet would 




